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Work Forces by “Yonezawa” Domain Samurais for
“Naoe” Stone Levees (“Yachi-Gawara” Levees)

Yasuaki CHINO* and Koki GOTO**

Abstract

The “Naoe” Stone Levees are the civil engineering heritage which were recommended by JSCE and certified
in 2008. The levees were constructed to protect the castle town at Yonezawa (in the south part of Yamagata pref.)
from the disaster caused by floods on the Aka river (the upper stream of the Mogami river). The constructions
were executed by the leadership of the chief retainer “Kanetsugu Naoe” who belonged in the “Uesugi” domain
governing at the Yonezawa since the early modern in Japan.

In relation to certificate of the levees as the civil engineering heritage recommended by JSCE, it was made
clear that the additional construction for “Naoe” Stone Levees executed by own working of domain retainers. The
paper made clear the details of working recorded on the historical picture maps. And the results will complement
the part of historical studies for river improvements in Japanese early modern.

Key words: “Naoe” stone levee, flood controlling equipment in Japanese early modern, selected civil engineering
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